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Mr. Lorenz's discussion and of most discussions of the concentration of 
wealth, that they do not deal with what they set out to, that is, the 
concentration of wealth. Of course, the answer to this criticism is 
that the statistician and economist must use what figures are available, 
and these are in general income statistics. But the investigator 
certainly should not give his results a character which is not theirs. 
He should answer the question with which he sets out to the best of 
his ability, or else change the statement of the question to conform to 
what answer he can and does get. And, if he seeks to measure the 
distribution of possibilities of welfare by way of income, he should 
at least show some consciousness of the fact that his incomes need 
weighting before comparison. 

G. P. Watkins. 
Cornell University. 



CHILDREN OF DECEDENTS IN MICHIGAN. 

In the absence of satisfactory birth statistics in this country and 
the great interest in recent years in the problem of "race suicide," 
any data derived from registration returns and having a direct bear- 
ing upon this subject may be esteemed of interest. 

An entirely new class of facts, at least for this country, is given in 
the accompanying table, which is based upon the 32,453 deaths regis- 
tered in Michigan for the year 1900. 

The form of certificate of death used in Michigan, which is other- 
wise the "standard" blank recommended by the United States Census 
Bureau, is unique in containing, in addition to the usual statement of 
"single, married, widowed, or divorced," the following question: — 

Age at Marriage, ) If married, age at (first) marriage years 

Number op Chil- [ 

dren ) Parent of . . . children, of whom, . . . are living 

This question is not always answered, and may not be always an- 
swered correctly in all cases. It is probable that the trustworthiness 
of the replies is fairly close to that of other items, and the number of 
returns containing answers to this question is probably amply suffi- 
cient to establish the general relations of fertility of marriage for the 
larger groups of decedents. 

Excluding males under eighteen years of age and females under 
sixteen years of age, the legal ages for marriage in Michigan, in cases 
where the question was not answered, a very few "unknown ages," 
and also all colored decedents, also few in number, we find that the 
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31] Children of Decedents in Michigan, 355 

total number of deaths compiled for the purpose of the following 
table was 20,675, about two-thirds of the total number of deaths of 
all classes and ages in the State during the year, and 96.96 per cent, 
of the total number of deaths at all known ages over fifteen years, 
which was 21,324. This shows that the returns under this head are 
sufficiently exhaustive to be fairly representative. 

Of the 10,691 male decedents, 2,161, or 20.2 per cent., were reported 
as single. 767, or 7.2 per cent., were either married, widowed, or di- 
vorced, but with number of children not stated, leaving 7,763, or 72.6 
per cent., the number of whose children born and living was given. 

Of the 9,984 female decedents, 1,216, or 12.2 per cent., were single. 
582, or 5.8 per cent., were not single, but number of children was not 
reported, while 8,186, or 82.0 per cent., is the number of those reported 
as having had children. 

The latter category is of the most importance, and is used as the 
subject of the following table, which also gives the number of dece- 
dents of each sex and children born and living for each ten-year age- 
period, together with the average number of children to each dece- 
dent. The percentages given, which appear only for the totals ex- 
cept for the largest groups, show how fully the figures used in this 
table represent the total volume of returns of the given class, and are 
affected by age-distribution of population. 

I regret that circumstances preclude a full analysis of the data 
contained in this table. Ten years ago I showed, or endeavored to 
show, on the basis of the imperfect returns of births then available, 
that the native population of Michigan was not sustaining itself, the 
average number of children per native mother being only 3.0, the 
same as in France, while the mothers of foreign birth had 5.1 children 
for the last period studied, 1890-94. This was a mere general aver- 
age, and the use of the age-periods enables us to watch the passing 
generations in this respect, and see, to some extent, how the fertility 
of marriage has changed for the same nationality. It is most sug- 
gestive, for example, to know that 615 native males who died in Mich- 
igan in 1900, aged from fifty to fifty-nine years, had had an average of 
3.82 children, of whom 2.91 survived, while 510 foreign-born males 
dying in the same year at the same period of age had had an average 
of 5.30 children each, of whom 3.86 children survived. We have some 
light here on the claim frequently made that, while Americans have 
fewer children born, they rear a larger proportion of them to man- 
hood and womanhood. 

The first part of the question in the blank, that relating to the age 
at marriage, has not even been touched upon. If time permitted, 
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some very interesting comparisons could be made with the Australian 
data of similar character for the same year in the Statistician's Report 
on the Vital Statistics of New South "Wales, by Dr. Coghlan, from 
whose reports I believe that the addition of this question to the items 
required in the Michigan law was suggested to me. Perhaps the facts 
here shown may warrant a continuation of effort in the compilation 
of this class of data, and perhaps make the registration reports of 
greater sociological interest aside from their sanitary importance. 

Crbssy L. Wilbur. 
Lansing, Mich., Dec. 27, 1905. 



